HACKNEY « SOLIDARITY -- GROUP 


The Old Firestation, 61 Leswin Road, Stoke Newington, N.16. 


Dear Comrades, 


We are writing to let you know that Hackney Solidarity 
Group, is setting up a meeting to discuss the situation in 
the Gulf, in order to organise a plan of action.We hope that 
members of your group will be able to come. We feel it's 
essential that there is an organised response to counter act 
the blatant warmongering and racism that is going on- Could 
you let us know as soon as possible the numbers from your 
group that can attend by phoning 081-809 7228. 


Yours in solidarity, 
Hackney Solidarity Group. 


PUBLIC 
MEETING 


To plan a united response 
to the Gulf Crisis 


CONWAY HALL, 
RED LION SQUARE 


Sun. 2nd September, 6.15pm. 


called by 


for further details tell 081 8097228 


MINUTES OF GULF CRISIS MEETING, 
SUNDAY _2ND_ SEPTEMBER, CONWAY HALL. 


PRESENT:Hackney Solidarity Group (Justyn, Colin, Sam, Dik, Rob, Kate) Class 
War (Glyn, Tinker,) Direct Action Movement (Andrew) Anarchist.Communist Feder- 
ation (Dez, Andrew, Colin, Louisa) Wildcat (Steve, Paul)Sussex Poll Tax Resis— 
tors (Rob) BM Wild (Neil) Haringay Wawaged Centre (Candy) Anarchist Workens 
Group (3 Comrades) + individuals not mamed. 
The meeting was introduced with a speech from Dez from the A.C.F. on the 
basic history of the Middle Basc and some ofthe hypocrisys of tne West to 
-. the present situation. This was followed by a speech from Rob from H.S.G. 
on why the meeting was called and ideas coming out of discussions within 
H.S.G on the recent military build up and what response is needed. 


These minutes are not a full or accurate account but notes taken at the 
meeting. 


1, Felt the need to organise against anti Arab racism. Be good to get togethar 
as contingents on marches, pickets etc, around the slogan "Class War ~ not 
Bosses War". Important not to forget the issues at home ie.Poll Tax, strikes, 


2; Need to link up with Iragi dissidents. 


3, There's been a strike in Turkey by workers in munitions factorys(?) gone 
on for past two weeks. Some will get more on this. 


4, Irag is a-client power of the imperalist world. Sometimes we need to take 
sides, ie support Iraq against the West in defending them selves. No reason 
for revolutionaries to take a "pacifist" stand. 


5, "The working class have no country". No such thing as oppressed countrys/- 
nations only bosses and the working class.Not ,taking sides doesn't mean being 
a pacifist but being for revolutionary class war. 


6, Must bring the war home. keep pushing revolutionary change. Ordinary people 
aren't relating to the trad. lefts idea of "revolutionary defeatism" (support 


for a smaller nation challenging a larger one). Challenging war hysteria seems 
best way forward. 


7, If you weaken American or British Imperalism it's a victork to the working 
class. 


8, Need to argue a principle -World Revolution- Irags a butchers paridise- 
Iraq has a long history of class struggle. The middle Fast is the most volatile 
area in the world because of the vast amounts of oil. Therefor it's got the : 
most potential for revolutionary change . 

9, Need to get away from the whole idea of "anti Imperalism". If you take sides 


you may weaken one power but you strengthen the other. eR. Nicaraqua 


Wins tpelis AGab®, S4Y.LpPezalism does'nt exist.People are still oppressed for 


i 
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11, People are being too unrealistic. There can't be huge solidarity campaign 
in this country. We should be talking about what we can do practically to 
counter the whole thing. 

12, We need to have a totally different line than most of the rest of the left 


with their support Iraq line. This way wéewill be getting through .to working 
class people. 


412, If we call for a victory for one side it will be over the bodies of working 
class conscripts. Hypocritical to say we support a victory to the Iraqis with 
out supporting the Iragi state. A victory would lead to the crushing of the 
Iraqi working class. 


43, It's an economic power struggle in the capitilist world. Working class .: + 
people will just be used as cannon fodder. 


14, Because American Imperalish is stronger it is more of a threat to the works 
ing class. A victory to the Middle Bast working class is a victory to us. 


15, Revolutionary defeatism is like supporting the corner shop instead of doing 
your shopping at the safewys. We have to redouble our efforts here eg. support. 
ing striking oil workers, ,fighting the Poll Tax. 


16, Masority of the meeting felt there was irreconceivable differenees between 
those people ‘aupporting revolutiomary defeatism and those not suppppting eithe 
side, only the class war. Those supporting rev. def. were the A.W.G plus one 
other individual. Théte was a call for the A.W.G. to leave the meeting but 
this was rejected. Decided to carry on but if the A.W.G. did not agree with 
the main consensus of the meeting thgyshould leave, which they agreed with. 


17, WE should use whats going on in the Gulf to undermine the Government here 
ie. Oil companys putting up the price of petrol to boost their profits. 
Wars are symptomatic of something going on all the time. 


At this point we decided toconsolidate some of the ideas people suggested. 


* Agreed not to work with the "hands off Iraq" brigade. 

To adopt the slogan " no war- only the Class War" 

To draft a basic populist leaflet to give out on demos, on thé,street etc, 
Get in touch with Turkish/Kurdish/Middle East groups and individuals 

To meet up on the demo on Sat. Sih Sept and .march tegether as a contingent 
behind the "no War - only the cadass war banner. 

*To plan a picket of a major oil company to draw attention to the relation 
between oil,profit and the crisis.To produce a flyer about this and give it 
out on the march on sat. (H.S.G. to do this ) 

* To have weekly meetings for the next few weeks to sokt out plan of action 


** * * 


NEXT MEETING - CONWAY HALL, RED LION SQUARE WCT 


SUNDAY0th SEPTEMBER, 6.15PM ~9.00PM 
ALL WELCOME WHO ARE IN BASIC AGREEMENT WITH NO MORE WARSQNLY SHE 


